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Opening Sefer Bamidbar

I. Middle Child Syndrome?

A. The Sefer’s Character: What’s it’s Contribution?
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This book [concerns itself] completely with the temporal commandments that were transmitted
to them [the Israelites] during their sojourn in the wilderness and with the miracles that were
afforded to them...There are within this book few lasting mitzvot...

B. A Counterintuitive Calendar Coincidence? Bamidbar and Shavuot
1. As we prepare to arrive, we read about preparing to leave...

2. What is the most important moment of Revelation?

3. What’s the verdict? Temporal significance vs. eternal significance

a. Temporal:
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As a child running from SChOOL.........ccoucuiriici it s Y21 190N

b. Eternal: Legacy of Sinai

C. The Sefer’s Structure: Temporal and Eternal

1. Anticipatory Preparation: Plan A

2. Turning point 1: Departure from Sinai

3. Downward Spiral

4: Tuning Point 2: 0721100 XuN-Sin of the Spies

5. Plan B: Wilderness Wanderings- forty years disappear
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These are the journeys of the Children of Israel, who went forth from the Land of Egypt
according to their legions...

Il. Plan A and Plan B in the Torah

1. Examples: Noach; Mishkan (according to some opinions); D'221nn xXbN
2. Interface with Free Will, Prescience; Pre-ordination

3. Application to Bamidbar

4. Intergenerational reverberation vs. intergenerational guilt
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lll. Temporal and Eternal Snapshots in the Parsha
A. The Census and the Camp- Purpose and Paradigm

e Census: Military Preparation; continuation of turning points begun in B’shalach-|'x
010 2V '"nlo (alternatives: reassurance after Golden Calf, individual significance, land
division)
e Camp: Ramban and others-Recreation of the scene at Sinai (hagbala, etc.)- God’s
presence, from the mountain to the Mishkan
e Census and Camp: Balance between 1nn T 78 W' nw-|N'land DNAX N7 DNNOWNY
DN72727 1071770 NIMw 190n2; tribal encampment [unity vs sameness]

o

. A Startling Omission
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This are the descendants of Aharon and Moshe at the time that HaShem spoke with Moshe on
Mount Sinai.
These were the names of Aharon’s sons: Nadav, the first-born, and Avihu, Elazar and Itamar;
those were the names of Aharon’s sons, the anointed priests who were ordained for priesthood.
But Nadav and Avihu died by the will of HaShem, when they offered alien fire before HaShem
in the wilderness of Sinai; and they left no sons. And Elazar and Itamar served as priests in the
lifetime of their father Aharon.
T'-10:20 X D'M'D NAT
ATY'7RI OYIA Nwn M)
UNIN 7NIQY DIWIa 10
N72uNn% 1271 N*anT 121 DNNR DR TYYR? NTNTR7EWRIN NN TYIRT

T2 7O X D'M'n "NAT
NNYXN~72Y T NYN~|a DIYNAT|a pilald]

7:n' D'VOIV
NI72 DITY TN VYT DIND ' 1121 KN NYINTA OWIAT[2 [MAIN' 7090 NK [T712 DNY7 In'j?
‘ara!



3

OU Parsha Class 2019-2020
Shiur 24 Bamidbar

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

C. Privilege vs Responsibility
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Leviim are counted; First-Born are counted; Transfer is effected; Overage
accounted for; Why the fuss?



